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New York Militia Brigadier General George McClure
ended his unfortunate command of the Niagara area by
burning the village of Newark (now Niagara-on-the-Lake)
on December 10th, 1813, turning 400 unprepared residents
out into the snow. The incensed British soon retaliated, first
at Fort Niagara, then Lewiston, the neighboring Tuscarora
village and the villages near Niagara Falls. After command
was transferred to Major General Amos Hall, McClure left
for Batavia with much of the ammunition and most of the
experienced troops. On December 29th, the British
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After New Year’s Day, the
villagers began to return to
the destroyed village,
finding only the St. John
home, stone jail, and Rees
Blacksmith Shop still
standing. All that remained
of the other buildings were
chimneys reaching out of
stone basements. Having no
other option, many spent the
rest of the cold winter living
in their basements, with only
temporary roofs to keep out
the weather. With the spring,
however, a new Buffalo
began to emerge as

rebuilding commenced,
Local militiamen Seth Grosvenor and Cyrenius Chapin at Main and Niagara Streets unsuccessfully
attempting to halt the British advance on Buffalo. encouraged by
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Buffalo was booming in the post-WWI period. The population hit 500,000 in 1930 and Commission released a report documenting “several well known facts”:
increased to 580,132 at the 1950 peak. As WWII veterans returned home to start e “the trend...toward the suburbs is draining the life blood of the city...”
careers and families, Buffalo’s growth began to wane and suburban development took * “the suburbs with its shopping plazas are creating a dire threat to the highest real
off. Downtown leaders noticed the downturn and called for action to save the downtown estate values within the city, namely the downtown business and shopping area”.
core. The City and the business community, represented by the Greater Buffalo Development
In 1958 the Greater Buffalo Business Core Sub-Committee of the Buffalo City Planning Foundation (GBDF), launched several planning efforts over the next decades to
recommend solutions they thought would improve shopping and office opportunities
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