
NOVEMBER  2019 NEWSLETTER

GENEROSITY SUNDAY  NOVEMBER 24, 2019  
Join us for ONE worship service at 10:30 AM 

On Sunday, October 27, 2019 our congregation launched the Now & Ever Giving 
2020 and Preserve the Pinnacle Capital Campaign. Michele Mehaffy, 2020 Giving 
Chair and Robert Constantine, Capital Campaign Cabinet Member, gave a Dialogue 
Sermon that reminded us how the Westminster Campus and all of the activities it 
supports, is truly a mission in itself.  Members were inspired to prayerfully consider 
a pledge to Giving 2020, our annual giving campaign to fund our day to day  
mission and ministry, and a commitment to Preserve the Pinnacle Capital 
Campaign– a special one-time giving opportunity to ensure the safety and stability 
of our campus, buildings and landmark organs.  (More information about Preserve 
the Pinnacle Capital Campaign inside).  Following worship, we enjoyed a special 
Meet & Mingle hosted by our Giving 2020 Co-Chair, Michele Mehaffy and Preserve 
the Pinnacle Co-Chair, Roger Seifert. 
 
Over the course of three Sundays, November 3, November 11, and November 17, 
members are invited to pick up your Now & Ever Giving 2020 & Preserve the 
Pinnacle Pledge Packet and join an information session in the Oak Room immedi-
ately following the 10:30 am worship service. Leaders from the Giving 2020 and 
Preserve the Pinnacle Capital Campaigns will share information and inspiration 
about these special giving opportunities and will be available for questions.  

On Sunday, November 24, 2019, Generosity Sunday, please join us at church for 
ONE Worship Service at 10:30 AM (there will be no 8:15 AM worship service).  
Together on this special day, we will return our gifts to Giving 2020 and Preserve 
the Pinnacle Capital Campaign as we show our love and gratitude to God for the 
many blessings of this church.  After worship, stay and celebrate with a special 
Meet & Mingle hosted by the Ministry of Generosity. 

GIVING 2020 • PRESERVE THE PINNACLE
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November  3 - All Saint’s Sunday 
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Reading of the Necrology 
The Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Yorty 
The Reverend Beth Hennessy 
A Table For All 
Luke 6:20-31 
  
November 10 
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
The Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Yorty 
Learn, Ask, Give More: The Next Generation 
Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 19:1-10 
 
November 17 
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
The Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Yorty 
Learn, Ask, Give More: Healing the Divide 
Luke 21:5-19  
 
November 24 
One Worship Service at 10:30 AM 
Christ the King Sunday 
The Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Yorty 
Learn, Ask, Give More: No Limits to Love 
Luke 23:33-43 
  
December 1 
First Sunday of Advent 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
The Reverend Katelyn Nutter Dowling 
Luke 19:1-10 
 
Live Stream Worship Services are  
available each Sunday. Visit our website 
www.wpcbuffalo.org and click on the link to 
LiveStream on our homepage.

PREACHING SCHEDULENOW & EVER: GIVING FROM THE HEART

Dear Friends, 
  
November 2019 will be an historic 
month at Westminster. Not only are we 
launching our annual Giving 2020 
Campaign, but we are also embarking 
on the community phase of our 
Preserve the Pinnacle Capital 
Campaign, which has raised $2.5 million 
to date of its goal of $4.1 million. 

Together, the campaigns are called “Now & Ever.” This phrase 
comes from a glorious hymn that we will sing a verse of each 
week during November, concluding on the November 24 dedica-
tion, when we dedicate our gifts of time, talent, and treasure by 
singing the entire hymn. 
  
This past Sunday, Robert Constantine and Michele Mehaffy pre-
sented an excellent dialogue sermon. Michele talked about the 
importance of every member giving (and possibly increasing) 
their gift for the annual operation of our ministry. She made the 
point that, while other non-profits and charities have other 
sources of income, what we have here at Westminster depends 
solely on our members’ generosity. Robert likened holding two 
campaigns to what we experience as homeowners—by paying 
the daily, weekly, monthly bills to operate a house out of our cash 
reserves, and turning to other sources of funding when major 
repairs, like a new roof or furnace are needed. He also suggested 
that members of the congregation who are fortunate enough to 
have various investments might consider the way in which, par-
ticularly the stock market have blessed them, and use a portion 
of that blessing to enable us to present this beautiful campus to 
the next generation the way we found it, if not better, and ensure 
the ministry of Jesus Christ here at Westminster for years to 
come. 
  
Both Robert and Michele invited us to study the needs and learn 
more about the many ways our mission and ministry touches 
others’ lives. Then, to come to one of the sessions in November 
after church and ask more about the needs and priorities we are 
seeking to address, and finally to give more. I liked what Michele 
said, that giving is best when it comes not so much from a sharp-
ened pencil and calculator, but from the heart. I am grateful to all 
of our members and friends and for our staff at the church and 
school, who work so hard and give so much to make this place 
called Westminster very special indeed. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
The Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, Pastor

Saturday, November 30th 
9:30 AM-2 PM 
 
We welcome all Westminster, Deerhurst, and 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church 
students,  grades 6-12, to come serve at  
St. Luke's Mission of Mercy on the East Side of 
Buffalo. Eat lunch and debrief at Lafayette 
Avenue Presbyterian Church.  
Email Micah at micahnd@wpcbufalo.org  or  
205-616-6780 if you are intersted.

THANKSGIVING MISSION DAY!
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 
CASE LIBRARY CONVERSATIONS 
Sundays, 9AM in the Case Library. 
 
November 3 
Election Preview 
Get the scoop from our favorite Insider! 
Presenter: Bob McCarthy, Buffalo News 
  
November 10-Joint Meeting with Spiritual Life 
My Tour of New England, the UK and Italy 
Reflections, pictures and stories from his  
sabbatical. 
Presenter: Rev. Tom Yorty 
  
November 17 
The Westminster Alcohol and Other Drug Education and 
Resource Committee: Mission Overview and an 
Introduction to Understanding Addiction. Meet the new 
team and get an update on their mission. 
Presenters: Elizabeth Stewart, Psychologist (retired) for 
NYS OPWWDD and Alcoholism Counselor for ECMC's 
Medical Detox Unit; Jennifer Read, Professor of 
Psychology, SUNY Buffalo 
  
November 24 
Climate Crisis: Rise Up! Take Action! 
More about the impact of the climate crisis and about the 
ways people and NY State government are taking action 
to curb climate change. 
Presenter: David Kowalski, Research Scientist (retired) & 
Environmental Activist 
 
SPIRITUAL LIFE 
Sundays, 9 AM in the Heritage Room 
 
Spiritual Life creates opportunities for Westminster 
members and friends to explore and reflect together 
upon the interior life of faith. Discoveries and questions 
come from topics such as Deep Listening, Gratitude, 
Attentiveness, Compassion, Sacred Spaces, Grieving, and 
Joy. Poetry or art are frequently woven into a presenta-
tion. We are always interactive and supportive, looking 
for ways to apply important spiritual concepts to our 
daily lives. As a Christian congregation, we are also open 
to learning about other faith traditions and practices that 
nurture, sustain, and challenge the “inward journey.” 
 
November 3  
Our Big and Little Worlds 
Kathleen (Isabelle) Kelly, Part 2 
Through her work and travel experience, Westminster 
Elder Isabelle Kelly has a unique understanding of the 
refugee children she teaches in the Buffalo Public School 
System. She will talk about how understanding their 
frames of reference can help us in our spiritual journey. 
 
We are often entering microverses, such as in traveling 
from one school or house of worship to another. There 
are worlds even contained within one city. People carry 
their pasts and cultures around within them, for better or 

for worse. How often do we judge someone before trying 
to understand his or her frame of reference? Thoreau 
said that we can travel without leaving our backyards, 
and this is as true in the city as it is in the countryside. 
Each day you can meet people who can give you a fresh 
perspective. It can be a challenge to be still and really 
appreciate what is unique in an individual, whether it be 
a new immigrant or someone you have known for years. 
We make instinctive judgments of people, and part of 
that is a survival mechanism—but part of it, too, can pre-
vent us from growing our own psyches through embrac-
ing diversity. 
Kathleen Isabelle Kelly grew up in Clarence and is a life-
long member of Westminster. Growing up, she was in Bell 
Choir and Junior Choir. She received her BA in English 
with a minor in Art History from SUNY at Buffalo, fol-
lowed by an MA in English Literature, also from UB. After 
living in Manhattan and working at NYPIRG and Forbes, 
she returned to Buffalo, where she earned a Certificate in 
Teaching English with Honors at Buffalo State College. 
During her 18-year career in Buffalo Public Schools, she 
earned an MS in Educational Leadership at Canisius 
College. After 11 years at Buffalo Academy for Visual and 
Performing Arts, she moved to International Prep at 
Grover Cleveland, and during the first year there, she 
earned an Advanced Certificate in Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) from Niagara 
University. She currently teaches middle school students 
at West Hertel. Isabelle has traveled through 43 US states 
as well as Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, three additional 
Latin American and six European countries, Hong Kong, 
and Morocco. After six years as a Deacon, Isabelle now 
serves Westminster as an Elder. 
 
November 10 
Spiritual Life will join Case Library to hear Rev. Yorty’s 
presentation. 
 
November 17 
The Second Mountain: The quest for a moral life 
Presenter: Allan Hayes 
In his new book The Quest for a Moral Life David Brooks, 
the author of The Road to Character, explores what it 
takes to lead a meaningful life in a self-centered world. 
Every so often, we meet people who radiate joy, seem to 
know why they were put on this earth, and glow with a 
kind of inner light. These people have often followed 
what we might think of as a “two-mountain” shape. First, 
they embark upon a career that reflects what our culture 
endorses, but when they get to the top of the mountain, 
they realize that it was not their personal mountain. And 
so, they embark on a new journey. On the second moun-
tain, life moves from self-centered to other-centered. 
They want the things that are truly worth wanting, not 
the things other people tell them to want. They embrace 
a life of interdependence, not independence. They sur-
render to a life of commitment. 
Brooks explores the four commitments that define a life 
of meaning and purpose: to a spouse and family, to a 
vocation, to a philosophy or faith, and to a community. 

Continued on next page... 



Adult Education continued... 

Our personal fulfillment depends on how well we 
choose and execute these commitments. Brooks looks 
at a range of people who have lived joyous, committed 
lives and who have embraced the necessity and beauty 
of dependence. He gathers their wisdom on how to 
choose a partner, how to pick a vocation, how to live 
out a philosophy, and how we can begin to integrate 
our commitments into one overriding purpose. 
Please join Spiritual Life as Allan Hayes leads us in a dis-
cussion on what can happen when we put commit-
ment-making at the center of our lives. 
Allan and Jeanie have been married more than 30 years 
and spend summers on Vinylhaven, Maine, with extend-

ed family and their kids Matt and Ellie. Perhaps one of 
the early gifts Allan received was being a tutor in high 
school at the St Augustine’s Center, where every 
Monday night he established stable relationships that 
he later recognized were more significant to the grade 
schoolers than the subjects because of the turbulence 
in their homes. His career was split between the first 
half in advertising—highlighted by a short stint as 
Microsoft’s Director of Advertising—followed by 19 
years in a 5th-grade classroom. 
 
November 24: No Spiritual Life program

THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE 
Sunday mornings, 9:15-10:15 AM in the Parish Hall and 
Monday evenings 7 PM-8 PM in the Case Library.  
Year of the Bible participants have now read more than 
80% of the Bible as we look to finish up at year’s end. 
We’re currently working our way through the fascinat-
ing world of the Old Testament Prophets, along with 
the epistles in the New Testament that follow -Paul’s 
writings. It’s not too late to come join us either Sunday 
morning in the Parish Hall or Monday evening in the 
Case Library. Come explore the world of the Word! 

WOW Lunchtime  
Bible Study  
Monday, November 18 
1-2:30 PM in the Case Library.   
 
Women of Westminster cordially invites you to a 
Brown Bag Lunchtime Bible study on the 3rd 
Monday each month at 1:00PM in the Case Library.  
This year we will explore the 2019—2020 Horizons 
Bible study, Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at 
the Ten Commandments. Each lesson begins with 
an exploration of one of the Ten Words in its bibli-
cal context. From there we consider a moment 
from Jesus’ life that shows us how he lived out that 
Word. We then consider the Word for our own lives 
and contexts. We conclude with an invitation to 
pray with the Word in our circles or study groups 
and in our personal devotions. Come as your 
schedule permits. There will be a nominal fee for 
the book.

The Buildings and Grounds (B&G) Committee is happy to 
announce that progress is being made in the “roof proj-
ect”.  A general contractor has been employed to over-
see all of the work  that will be done.  Work will be done 
in increments, most urgent work first and work will 
progress as financial commitments are made.  Next steps 
include environmental clean-up of the spire and steeple, 
securing the structural integrity of the spire and steeple 
so that construction work can be done, and repair of the 
spire and steeple.  We are hopeful these steps will be 
completed by spring 2020.  Next would be the other 
mortar work, and remaining roof projects. 
Working with the Capital Campaign committee, B&G 
with members of the Music, Worship and Arts 
Committee have reviewed and prioritized the physical 
needs of the church:  the roof project is the highest on 
the list.   These committees, working together, are mind-
ful of the stewardship required and are reprioritizing 
projects as necessary.   
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BUILDING & GROUNDS UPDATE

Westminster Nature Walk at 
Hunter’s Creek Park on October 26  
, 
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Friday, November 1  
12:00 PM Noontime Al-Anon  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
7:30 PM Requiem for the 

Homeless  
Saturday, November 2  
10:00 AM TOY-Acting As If  
10:00 AM BMC Rehearsal  
Sunday, November 3  
2nd Generosity Sunday  
8:00 AM Infant /Toddler Care  
8:15 AM Worship /Communion  
9:00 AM Case Library 

Conversations  
9:00 AM Heavenly Grounds  
9:00 AM Kick Off for Food 

Drive-Bags distributed  
9:00 AM Apple Pie Sales Begin 
9:15 AM Year of the Bible  
9:15 AM Spiritual Life  
9:30 AM Dialogue Diner  
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:00 AM First Sunday Youth 

Service/Sunday 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM Worship-All Saints Day  
10:40 AM Sunday School  
11:30 AM Meet & Mingle  
11:45 AM Generosity/Cap. 

Camp. Info. Session  
4:30 PM BMC Concert  
6:00 PM Youth Movement  
Monday, November 4  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
5:00 PM Congregational Life 

Comm. Mtg.  
7:00 PM Year of the Bible  
Tuesday, November 5  
7:15 AM Wake Up Group  
9:00 AM Management Mtg.  
12:30 PM Passages Program  
1:15 PM Passages Lunch  
3:45 PM Capital Campaign 

Cabinet Mtg.  
4:00 PM New Elder/Deacon 

Dinner  
4:30 PM ENERGY/ FLY 

Program  
5:30 PM Personnel Mtg.  
6:00 PM Zen Dharma  
Wednesday, November 6  
7:15 AM AA Mtg.  
9:00 AM Worship Planning  
1:00 PM Newsletter Deadline  
1:30 PM Staff Mtg.  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
5:30 PM Pathways To Peace  
6:00 PM Case Library Comm. 

Mtg.  
8:00 PM AA Mtg. 

 

Thursday, November 7  
7:15 AM Wake Up Group  
7:30 AM Coffee @ WECP  
10:00 AM Albright Knox Docent 

Tour  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
6:00 PM CMH Board Staff 

Dinner  
6:00 PM Handbells  
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  
Friday, November 8  
7:30 AM Coffee @ WECP  
12:00 PM Noontime Al-Anon  
5:00 PM WECP Spaghetti 

Dinner  
Saturday, November 9  
10:00 AM TOY- Make Believe 

Storytelling  
Sunday, November 10  
3rd Generosity Sunday  
8:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care  
8:15 AM Worship/Communion  
9:00 AM Case Library 

Conversations  
9:00 AM Heavenly Grounds  
9:00 AM Filled Food Drive Bags 

Return  
9:00 AM Apple Pie Sales 
9:15 AM Year of the Bible  
9:15 AM Spiritual Life  
9:30 AM Dialogue Diner  
10:30 AM Worship  
10:40 AM Sunday School  
11:30 AM Meet & Mingle  
11:45 AM Generosity/Capital 

Camp. Info. Session  
12:00 PM Dream Group  
6:00 PM Youth Movement  
Monday, November 11  
8:30 AM WECP Closed - Staff 

Development Day  
7:00 PM Year of the Bible  
Tuesday, November 12  
7:15 AM Wake Up Group  
9:00 AM Management Mtg.  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
5:00 PM Worship, Music & Arts  
6:00 PM Zen Dharma  
7:00 PM WECP Parent Board 

Mtg.  
Wednesday, November 13  
7:15 AM AA Mtg.  
9:00 AM Worship Planning  
1:30 PM Staff Mtg.  
4:30 PM ENERGY/ FLY 

Program  
5:00 PN Wreath/Poinsettia 

Sale-Orders due 
5:30 PM Pathways To Peace 
6:00 PM WECP School Forum 

Night 
 

8:00 PM AA Mtg.  
Thursday, November 14  
7:15 AM Wake Up Group  
 
8:00 AM Ministry of Generosity 

Mtg.  
4:30 PM ENERGY/ FLY 

Program  
6:00 PM Handbells  
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  
Friday, November 15  
12:00 PM Noontime Al-Anon  
4:30 PM ENERGY/ FLY 

Program  
7:00 PM BOU Audition - 

Tentative  
Saturday, November 16  
9:00 AM Fall Clean Up  
10:00 AM TOY-Make Believe 

Storytelling  
Sunday, November 17  
4th Generosity Sunday  
8:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care  
8:15 AM Worship/Communion  
9:00 AM Case Library 

Conversations  
9:00 AM Heavenly Grounds  
9:00 AM Apple Pie Sales 
9:15 AM Year of the Bible  
9:15 AM Spiritual Life  
9:30 AM Dialogue Diner  
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
9:45 AM Bibles & Bagels  
10:30 AM Worship/Bryniarski 

Baptism  
10:40 AM Sunday School  
11:30 AM Meet & Mingle  
11:45 AM Generosity/Capital

Camp. Info. Session  
12:00 PM Racial Justice Comm. 

Mtg.  
12:00 PM CE & Youth Mtg.  
6:00 PM Youth Movement  
Monday, November 18  
1:00 PM WOW Bible Study  
1:00 PM WEDI Staff Mtg.  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
7:00 PM Year of the Bible  
Tuesday, November 19  
7:15 AM Wake Up Group  
9:00 AM Management Mtg.  
3:00 PM Buildings & Grounds  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
5:30 PM Budget & Finance 

Mtg.  
6:00 PM Zen Dharma  
Wednesday, November 20  
7:15 AM AA Mtg.  
9:00 AM Worship Planning  
12:00 PM Wed @WPC-Steve 

Edge  
 

1:30 PM Staff Mtg.  
4:30 PM ENERGY/ FLY 

Program  
5:30 PM Pathways To Peace  
6:00 PM Session Mtg.  
8:00 PM AA Mtg.  
Thursday, November 21  
7:15 AM Wake Up Group  
4:30 PM ENERGY/ FLY 

Program  
6:00 PM Handbells  
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  
Friday, November 22  
12:00 PM Noontime Al-Anon  
4:30 PM ENERGY/ FLY 

Program  
6:00 PM SHs Apple Pie Lock-in 

Begins  
7:30 PM Collin McCrea Recital 
Saturday, November 23  
1:00 PM Virginia Paul Piano 

Recital  
Sunday, November 24  
Christ the King Sunday  
Generosity Dedication Sunday  
9:00 AM Apple Pie Sales &  

Pick -Up  
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care  
9:00 AM Heavenly Grounds  
9:00 AM Case Library 

Conversations 
9:15 AM Year of the Bible  
9:15 AM Spiritual Life  
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  
9:30 AM Dialogue Diner  
10:30 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Meet & Mingle  
Monday, November 25  
4:30 PM ENERGY/ FLY 

Program  
5:00 PM CMH Board Mtg.  
7:00 PM Year of the Bible  
Tuesday, November 26  
7:15 AM Wake Up Group  
9:00 AM Management Mtg.  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
6:00 PM Zen Dharma  
Wednesday, November 27  
7:15 AM AA Mtg.  
8:00 AM WEDI Board Mtg.  
9:00 AM Worship Planning  
1:30 PM Staff Mtg.  
4:30 PM ENERGY/FLY 

Program  
5:30 PM Pathways To Peace  
8:00 PM AA Mtg.  
Thursday, November 28  
Happy Thanksgiving! WECP & 
WPC Closed  
Friday, November 29  
WECP & WPC Closed  
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We are rock and rolling through the fall and it is almost time 
to start practicing for our annual Christmas play! Here’s 
what’s going on in November: 
 
FIRST SUNDAY• NOVEMBER 3 
November 3rd is our First Sunday Children’s Church meeting. 
We have not done this yet this year so it may be new to your 
family. Please drop your student off at 10:30 to Holmes 
Chapel (right across from the sanctuary), where we will have 
special projects and worship just for your student. We will 
then come back into worship for communion and your stu-
dents will sit with you for the rest of worship. 
Please also count out your candy and bring 10% (one out of 
every ten) to worship on November 3rd so that we can talk 
about tithing to the church. We will donate this candy to the 
local shelter for folks who are struggling with homelessness. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FALL FOOD DRIVE  
On November 3, after our worship service, children will hand 
out empty grocery bags. These decorated bags are 
reminders for everyone to bring them back filled with non-
perishable items for the Food Bank of WNY. Please respond 
generously and bring back your filled bags on Sunday, 
November 10 when the truck from the Food Bank will be 
here at noon to collect our donations.  
 
BIBLES AND BAGELS • NOVEMBER 17 
Westminster has a tradition of giving out Bibles to 3rd and 
7th graders in October. We will be hosting a Bible and Bagels 
activity time for the entire church on October 20th from 9:45 
to 10:30. There will be a time to share your favorite Bible 
verses, a Bible bookmark craft, and plenty of joy to go 
around on this big day. If you have a 3rd or 7th grader, please 
reach out to Reverend Katelyn so she know you’ll be around. 
Whether you have students that age or not, plan on attend-
ing the breakfast to celebrate these students! 
 
The rest of the month will be busy, busy, busy and we will 
return to our normal programming where children stay in 
worship through the children’s sermon and then go to 
Sunday School. We will continue our work through the Old 
Testament. Ask your child to name some of the Ten 
Commandments—I’ll bet they can name at least a few! Please 
be thinking about if you will be able to participate in our 
annual Christmas Pageant on December 15th. We’d like to 
involve as many of the students as we can! As always, if you 
have any questions, concerns, or would like to volunteer with 
the Children’s Sunday School, please contact Pastor Kate at 
katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling,  
Associate Pastor for Christian Education

YOUTH MINISTRY 

APPLE PIE SALES    
Sundays, November 3 through Sunday, November 17, 
Senior Highs will collect apple pie orders, 9-11:30 AM. 
Traditional or crumb crust; baked or unbaked are $15 a 
pie.  Pick up is Sunday, November 24. The Lock-In 
Creating/Baking Event will take place on Nov. 22 and-
23. We need parents/students to volunteer. Please 
email Micah, micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org. If you like, you 
may purchase a pie for the Buffalo City Mission. The 
apple pie sale is a fundraiser for the Senior High Maine 
Mission trip next June. 
 
DIALOGUE DINNER 
Dialogue Diner will continue throughout: 3, 10, 17, and 
24.  
 

YOUTH MOVEMENT 
Youth Movement will meet on November 3, 10 and 17 
(not on the 24.) 

The Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling,  
Director of Youth Ministries
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FELLOWSHIP

GREETING WECP PARENTS! 
The Rev. Katelyn Nutter-Dowling, Debbie LaMendola, 
Dana Pierce, Garrett Martin, and Sawrie Becker greeted 
parents of WECP students with delicious coffee, donuts 
and a Westminster goodie bag full of information about 
our church activities and snacks for parents (and their 
children).  If you would like to volunteer to take part in 
this valuable outreach, please contact Sawrie Becker  
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org 

 
“MEET & MINGLE” NEEDS YOU! 
Our “Meet & Mingle” fellowship opportunity immediate-
ly following the 10:30 a.m. worship is a wonderful fel-
lowship opportunity! As we continue to join in the 
Holmes Room to greet members and friends and wel-

If you would like to purchase 2020 Sunday flowers in 
honor/memory of family or friends, please contact Sue 
Adams, 883-7597 or email hugwalker1@gmail.com.

ORDER SUNDAY FLOWERS
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come new faces as we nurture our church community 
we need our members to be sponsors, shoppers & hosts 
during the months of November and December.  Sign 
up in the Gallery Room or contact Sawrie Becker at 
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org. 
 
BEING A WELCOMING CHURCH   
Our nametag ministry is a great success! Thank you for 
wearing your nametag every Sunday so that we can 
personally greet and welcome each other as part of our 
mission and purpose together here at Westminster.     
 
KNITTING GROUP 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 12 at 7 PM. 
Our group meets on occasional days throughout the 
year and works on their individual projects, as well 
as prayer shawls, scarves, and other handmade 
items for members of the church. Contact Fran 
Holmes for information, mfranholmes@verizon.net 

 PASSAGES: A Program for Older Adults 
Tuesday, November 5 • Program: 12:30 PM in the Case 
Library • Lunch: 1 PM in the Oak Room 
An Introduction to Yoga. We will enjoy an introductory 
class of chair yoga led by Rev. Evon Lloyd who will 
guide us through the stretching of muscles throughout 
our bodies while seated on chairs. We may also use the 
chairs to provide security for poses which require bal-
ance. Please wear stretchy comfortable clothing and be 
prepared to take your shoes off for the program.  
If the delayed lunch time is a difficulty for you, please, 
eat a LIGHT snack no less than 90 minutes prior to the 
program. It is important to not attempt yoga with a full 
stomach!  We will enjoy lunch together after the class. 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Westminster is a vibrant faith community because of 
the time and commitment our members dedicate. We 
are thankful for our volunteers, and encourage every-
one to consider participating in our church life by vol-
unteering your time and talent. Contact Sawrie Becker, 
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org,884.9437, ext. 315.  
WECP Coffee & Donuts: 2 hours a month. Greet WECP 
Parents with coffee, a donut, and a smile on the second 
Thursday or Friday of each month at the school. 
 
Business Office: We are currently seeking volunteers to 
cover the reception desk for 1 or 2 half days this fall sea-
son.  We need friendly people that are willing to cover 
one or multiple 3-4 hour shifts.  Please contact Jamie at 
884-9437, ext. 326 or jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org for 
more information. 

Five new members officially joined our membership on 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 after attending the Inquirer 
Class.  Our congregation is honored these folks have 
decided to be a part of our church family as their pres-
ence and participation will make us a stronger Christian 
faith community.  Please be sure to say “hello” and wel-
come our newest members to Westminster. 
 
Pictured L-R:New members: Monica Spaulding, Amanda 
Ventura, Isabella Kogo, Alex Davis, Alanna Paris, Elder 
Leslie Deich, and Reverend Beth Hennessy. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

THEATRE OF YOUTH  
Theatre of Youth Company, Inc. (TOY) stimulates the imag-
ination, nurtures the creative spirit and enhances the edu-
cation of young people by engaging them in relevant, 
child-centered, and professionally-produced live theatre 
programs. TOY believes meaningful childhood experiences 
in the theatre develop confidence in creative thinking skills, 
cultivate empathy and establish a life-long connection to 
the arts. 
 
Make Believe Scripted Storytelling, Grades 3-6,  
November  9 and 16. 
How do we make plays believable? Your child will learn 
important acting fundamentals. Through listening, 
responding, and behavior based theatre exercises your 
young actor will learn how to make specific choices, follow 
through and explore and strengthen their creative confi-
dence.   

All plants will be purchased through Kenneth Henry and Sons 
of Hamburg, NY. Plants are of the highest quality. Consider 
passing the information on to your relatives or neighbors. 
Extra order forms are available in the front office. In order to 
get the best selection of plants all orders are due no later than 
Wednesday, November 13th. Order forms can be dropped off 
at the front desk. 
All orders must be pre-paid at the time they are placed. 
Checks may be made payable to WECP. The WECP Poinsettia 
and Wreath Sale pick-up date is Monday, December 2nd from 
11:30-5:30. Plants can be picked up in the Oak Room at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

2019 WECP Poinsettia  
and Wreath Sale 
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Class of 2019 
Laurel Braun
Bill Gray  
Jack Jacobs 
Ellen Kennedy 
Chris LaMendola  
Peter McNally  
Ellie Seib 
 
 
 
 

Class of 2020 
Cameron Airhart 
Leslie Deich
M.Frances Holmes    
Barbara Nelson
Rebecca    
   Montague  
Roger Seifert 
Joe Speth
Elizabeth Stewart 
 

 

Class of 2021 
Melissa Balbach 
Zandy Barrett 
Mary Callaghan                                
Jane Hamilton 
Lucinda Hohn 
Kathleen Kelly 
Brendan Mehaffy 
Bobby Neal  
Mimi Steadman 
 

Elders

Deacons

Robert Bojdak, Clerk of Session

Class of 2019 
Shea Akers 
Kate Dierenfield 
Teddie Granville 
Callan Izatt 
Janet Kifner-Arnatt 
Florence Kilambo   
   Kalumbu  
Donald Etulo 
 
 

 
 

Class of 2020 
Ellen Bean
Kate Dierenfield 
Carol Greetham
Tom Greetham
Jane Morris  
Roberta Nickelsen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class of 2021 
Wisdom  Afealete 
Drew Dees 
Stephen Johnson 
Xaixin Li  
John Mahoney                                 
JohnPatrick Marr                             
Candace Marr 
Beatriz Nazario 
Joan Rice 
Roy Stewart 
Ron Sutz 
 

W E S T M I N S T E R   
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H   
Off ice Hours :  M-F 8 :30 AM-5:00 PM 

Off ice :  884-9437 •  Off ice Fax:  884-3450 
WECP:  884-9438 •  WECP Fax:  886-7641  

www.wpcbuffa lo.org  
 
To email a staff person use the person’s first initial and 
last name @wpcbuffalo.org. In the event of an  
emergency, Rev. Yorty can be reached at 830-8596 
Staff members’ phone extensions are listed below  
for your convenience.

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church   

 
The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, Pastor • ext. 313 

 
The Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling 

Associate Pastor for Christian Education • ext. 311 
 

The Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate • 716.697.0919 
 

Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries • ext. 318 
 

Jamie Adamczyk, Administrative Assistant • ext. 326  
 

Sawrie Becker, Director of Development • ext. 315 
 

Matthew Marco  
Assistant to the Pastor and to the Director of Music • ext. 306  

 
Lenore Neiler, Graphic Designer • ext 302 

 
The Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling, Director of Youth Ministries • ext. 310 

 
Kathryn Wilde, Director of Finance • ext. 305 

 

Westminster Early Childhood Programs 
 

Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe, Director • ext. 328 
 

Todd Bothwell, Associate Director of Admission • ext. 330 
 

Jessica Mitrovits, Development Associate • ext. 332 
 

Lindsay McGuire, Human Resources • ext. 359 
 

Heather Abbott, Administrative Assistant • ext. 300  
 
 

Facilities  
 

Aaron Vivian, Facilities Supervisor • ext. 319 •  716.504.7308  
 

Jeff Kaczmarek, Maintenance • ext. 319 • 716.345.8013 
 

Austin Becker, Maintenance • 716.479.0668 
 

Luigi Sylejmani, Maintenance • 716.472.5477

ENERGY and FLY was back in full swing starting October 16th, so 
stay tuned for some updated photos! On Friday, November  11, 
we will have our Welcome Back Picnic for ENERGY and FLY stu-
dents and families. This will be our first year having both pro-
grams running together, five days a week, in the church, so we 
are very excited to see how our students are going to learn, grow, 
and develop with this extra programming time.  
 
The ENERGY and FLY programs currently serve 61 refugee youth 
in grades 1-5 and 6-8 respectively. Over the years, ENERGY and 
FLY have evolved into robust, academically empowering spaces 
for immigrant and other ELL children to develop English lan-
guage skills, self-confidence, and cultural awareness. To meet the 
unique needs of these children, ENERGY provides literacy-
focused programming with a 1:1 student to tutor ratio, three days 
a week, and will offer additional enrichment two days a week. 
Starting this year, FLY will mirror ENERGY's literacy program, 
with students working in small groups as opposed to 1:1, to create 
a more unified pipeline for these students. The additional enrich-
ment days, Mondays and Fridays, will mirror FLY's initial structure 
to include a field trip once a month, author visits, girls and boys 
club, STEAM-based activities, and other long-term projects. 
 
When students are not in program, there is rarely someone at 
home who is able to help them with their homework because 
their parents or guardians have lower English comprehension, 
and many of them have had minimal formal education. In the 
past, students have complained to staff that when they do not 
have program, some nights they have to stay up until midnight to 
get their homework done. Now that the programs are expanding 
to five days a week, students will always have someone who can 
help them with their homework, look over their essays, and help 
them study for their tests. Additionally, there is more learning 
that can occur with two more days of program. For example, stu-
dents will have the opportunity to learn STEM concepts in a 
smaller, more intimate setting, with tutors who have been work-
ing with them for years. Another very exciting addition to the 
ENERGY program is students will participate in Boys and Girls 
club to discuss what it looks like to be a good friend and a model 
citizen as well as learn about their changing bodies before these 
changes begin. Finally, we are working with Julie from WNY 
Chamber Orchestra to integrate music into our literacy program 
to provide students with another method of learning literacy and 
they are so excited!  
As always, we would love and welcome more volunteers in our 
programs to tutor in literacy, lead activities, be a mentor, or take 
care of the few odds and ends that come up in program. If you 
are interested in volunteering, please contact Cristen Gregory, 
our Community Outreach Manager at volunteer@wedibuffalo.org, 
or if you would like more information about the programs, con-
tact Donna Glasgow, our Elementary Programs Coordinator, at 
dglasgow@wedibuffalo.org. 

ENERGY AND FLY PROGRAMS
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PLANNED GIVING 
 
How to take money out of your IRA tax free!  Have 
you considered The IRA Charitable Rollover? Are you 
over 70 ½ and required to make withdrawals 
(required minimum distributions, “RMD”) from your 
IRA?  If so, you can make your charitable gifts in 2018 
by directing your IRA administrator or custodian to 
distribute part of your RMD, or more, to Westminster 
and your other favorite “qualified” charities.  What are 
the benefits for you?  The amounts passing to WPC 
will reduce the amount of RMD that you are required 
to withdraw from your IRA;   the amounts paid to 
WPC will not be reportable on your tax return as 
income in 2017. This could result in lower Medicare 
premiums, which are tied to your income and this will 
lower your Adjusted Gross Income on your tax return, 
potentially making your other deductions more valu-
able.  Also, you can designate how your gift will be 
used at WPC.  As Westminster is currently accepting 
commitments to the Preserve the Pinnacle capital 
campaign, please know that you can make your gift 
or partial gift to these campaign efforts with your IRA 
required minimum distribution in 2019.  For more 
information on the IRA Charitable Rollover and how 
you can benefit, speak with your tax advisor or, if you 
wish to discuss making a gift to the capital campaign 
with a member of the Gift Office at WPC, call or 
email: sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org. 
If you would like information about joining the 
Westminster 1854 Legacy Circle, please contact 
Sawrie, Director of Development, at 884-9437, ext. 
315 email:  sbecker@wpcbuffalo.com. 

THE ALCOHOL COMMITTEE IS 
ACTIVE AGAIN!  
Westminster’s Alcohol/Other Drug Education 
and Refer ral service provides support to assist 
members and friends with issues and questions 
related to abuse of alcohol or other drugs. If you 
or someone you love needs help, call for free and 
confidential advice. Jen Read (228.7526) and 
Elizabeth Stewart (585.217.7878), Co-Chairs; 
Dave Carstensen (884.5403), Jane Morris 
(571.481.1839), Ellen Smith (882.2064), Phil 
Stevens (839.3357) 

PICK UP YOUR NOW & EVER  
GIVING 2020 AND PRESERVE THE  
PINNACLE PACKAGE 
Join an information session in the Oak Room imme-
diately following the 10:30 am worship service on 
Sunday, November 3, November 10, or November 17 
to gain valuable information about Giving 2020 and 
Preserve the Pinnacle Capital Campaign and get 
your questions answered!

We welcome you to join our 
community of faith at 
Westminster.  
 
Please join us on Sunday, December 1 
for an Inquirer Class! 
 
We welcome you to join our community of 
faith at Westminster.  Westminster is a church 
that is active in our community and wel-
comes all God’s people.   Anyone who would 
like to learn more about our community and 
the many ministries we support is invited to 
attend an Inquirer Class held in the Case 
Library immediately following our 10:30 a.m. 
worship service. During the class, our Pastor, 
Thomas Yorty, will tell the story of our church 
as well as the current programs of outreach 
and mission in the city and region. There will 
be time for conversation and an opportunity 
to get answers to any questions you may 
have. Light, healthy refreshments will be 
served. At the conclusion of the meeting, 
those who so desire will be received into the 
membership of the church.   
To reserve your spot, contact Sawrie Becker at 
884-9437 Ext. 315) or Tom Yorty at 830-8596 
tyorty@wpcbuffalo.org anytime about mem-
bership at Westminster. 
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P O W E R  O F  G E N E R O S I T Y
Sawrie Becker, Director of Development

N o w  &  E v e r  -  P r e s e r v e  t h e  P i n n a c l e / G i v i n g  2 0 2 0  
Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the difference between Preserve the Pinnacle capital campaign and the Giving 2020 annual generosity 
campaign? 

Preserve the Pinnacle is a one-time effort to support critical capital improvements and renovations at 
Westminster, including repairs to the slate roof, the Sanctuary and Chapel ceilings, stained glass windows, the 
steeple, the Aeolian-Skinner organs, and related music program needs. Gifts will also support mission projects, 
including the establishment of a new WEDI office on the East Side of Buffalo and other collaborative projects, 
including Harmac’s Bailey Green Initiative. 

Giving 2020, the annual generosity campaign, will fund the ongoing mission and ministries of the church—
including worship, music, education, and outreach to the community.  

Is the Giving 2020 annual generosity campaign still important? 

Yes!  Gifts to support Giving 2020 provide annual income that makes it possible for the church to carry out its 
many ministries.  These ministries and the mission of the church may be even more vital as we make significant 
investments into our church buildings and campus, thus it is extremely important to meet this year’s goal on 
time, to provide flexibility as capital projects begin. The goal is $600,000. 

When does the “Now & Ever – Giving 2020/Preserve the Pinnacle Campaign” begin? 

Preserve the Pinnacle began its advance phase in late 2018, soliciting church leadership, community foundations, 
and others.  The public phase of the campaign will launch concurrently with the annual campaign on October 27, 
2019. 

When will Preserve the Pinnacle end? 

Preserve the Pinnacle will conclude when the goal has been achieved: on or about June 30, 2020. 

What is the Preserve the Pinnacle Campaign goal? 

Preserve the Pinnacle will seek to raise $4.1 million: 

Roof, Spire, Ceilings, and related repairs $2,000,000  (Estimate) 

Stained Glass, Masonry, and related restoration $1,000,000 

Organ restorations and music program needs $1,100,000 

Mission Projects and new WEDI Office $To be determined (10% of total raised)  

Why does Westminster need a capital campaign? 

Since 1854, Westminster has been a place to worship God, to live according to Biblical lessons, and to work for 
fairness for all.  Our campus and buildings are an historic treasure and an effective means of providing mission 
through everyday use by a wide range of community groups.  Your pledge to Preserve the Pinnacle will support 
pressing capital needs, while ensuring that we continue to invest in mission by assisting neighbors on Buffalo’s 
East Side, expanding Westminster Economic Development Initiative’s (WEDI) work which began in our last capi-
tal campaign.  It will allow Westminster to continue to serve God and lead our community for years to come.   

What are the Campaign priorities? 

The priorities, outlined in the Preserve the Pinnacle brochure, were determined after years of careful planning by 
church leadership: 

Repair the Slate Roof, Restore the Spire, Masonry and Finials- Last repaired in 1903, the roof now needs signifi-
cant repair and replacement. Without a reliable roof, the existence of our entire structure is threatened. While 
scaffolding is in place for the roof, masonry work will commence on the steeple and finials. Total cost is estimat-
ed in excess of $2,000,000.  

Restore the Sanctuary Organ- After 60 years of leading worship, the Sanctuary organ requires new consoles and 
electrical wiring to replace the current failing mechanisms, as well as cleaning and regulation of pipework, and 
re-leathering of windchests. New casework will enhance the beauty of the choir gallery.  Total cost is estimated 
at $1,100,000. 



Support Mission Projects- Our last campaign, New Beginnings, founded the Westminster Economic 
Development Initiative (WEDI) on Buffalo’s West Side, including the West Side Bazaar. We hope to repli-
cate this success on the economically depressed East Side, and will develop partnerships with 
Peacemakers, Bailey Green, Habitat for Humanity, and more. 

Should sufficient funds be pledged, there are many more projects that could be completed.  

Will the church borrow money to achieve its goal? 

It is the intention of the Session to spend only the amount of pledges and gifts made to Preserve the Pinnacle.  
Flexibility in the repairs and renovations timeline will be made possible by a bridge-loan from our own Endowment 
Fund, to be paid back in full as pledges are received from the campaign. The total amount of pledges and gifts 
received will determine what can be accomplished. 

Can Preserve the Pinnacle gifts be directed to a specific purpose? 

Yes.  Gifts of $25,000 or more may be designated to a restricted purpose identified as a priority.  This allows you 
to give to the church ministry that means the most to you.  Unrestricted gifts are also welcome and will be applied 
to the most pressing Campaign priorities. 

How can I make a gift? 

Preserve the Pinnacle welcomes multi-year commitments, gifts of securities, deferred gifts, estate plans and distri-
butions from Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs).  To learn more about options for giving, please contact Sawrie 
Becker.  

What will be the impact of a successful capital campaign? 

Preserve the Pinnacle is vital to continuing our tradition of faith and service to God, our members, and our neigh-
bors.  The success of the campaign will result in transformational changes to both our Church campus and the 
Buffalo community.  Your one-time gift of any size will guarantee that Westminster will continue to operate and 
serve at the highest level of Christian ministry, benefiting future generations of members. 

Who do I contact if I have any questions about the Campaign? 

Preserve the Pinnacle Campaign Co-Chairs 
 
Bob Bojdak, Edwin M. “Tim” Johnston III, Roger Seifert 

Preserve the Pinnacle Campaign Cabinet 
 
John Bace, Melissa Balbach, Robert Constantine, Tony Decillis, Camie Greene, Chris Greene, Lucinda Hohn                               
Fran Holme, Sarah Williams, Tom Yorty 

Westminster Director of Development 
 
Sawrie Becker • sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org • 716-884-9437 x 315

Wednesdays@Westminster 
November 20 • Noon  
Copland’s Old American Songs 
Steve Edge, Baritone•Matthew Marco, Piano 
Copland: Old American Songs, Sets 1 & 2 
Westminster Choir Member and Roswell 
Park Surgeon, Steve Edge, sings Copland’s 
Old American Songs. Included are popular 
American hymn tunes, Shaker songs, min-
strel songs, and lullabies. 
 
Mind, Heart, Body, Soul: A Fall Recital 
November 22 •  7:30 PM 
Collin McCrea, tenor 
Leonidas Lagrimas, piano 
The recital is a musical exploration of the 
wide ranges of human emotion: comedy, 
tragedy, love, anger, fear, contentment, and 
many others. The program includes vocal 
and solo piano works spanning the Baroque 
to Contemporary, and a variety of genres 
including classical, sacred music, jazz, and 
musical theatre.  

Requiem for the Homeless • November 1 • 7:30 PM 
The Choirs of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Calvary Episcopal 

Church and St. Joseph Cathedral. present Bob Chilcott's "Requiem",  
in memory of deceased homeless citizens in the city of Buffalo. 

 
Proceeds from this concert will be distributed among local agencies  

that seek to combat homelessness in Western New York. 

WESTMINSTER PRESENTS
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THE ANGEL TREE On Monday, November 25, look for the decorated Angel Tree in the Gallery Room! Your 
gift donations will be distributed to various agencies around WNY to help those in need. Fulfill a wish from 
children and parents from several community agencies. Volunteers are needed to cut out Angels, to put tags 
on the Angels, help people sign out Angels on Sunday mornings before and after church and to sort gifts 
for delivery. A sign-up sheet is on the Information Table in the Gallery Room. Questions? Contact Ardrey 
Manning 310-5395. 
 
WOW ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FELLOWSHIP & MISSION EVENT Tuesday, December 3, 6 PM in the 
Case Library. Our pot luck dinner is a lovely time for fellowship as we prepare gift bags for Concerned 
Ecumenical Ministries of the West Side for elderly shut-ins, many of whom receive this bag as their only 
Christmas celebration. A list of items to bring for the bags, and to sign up for what dish you will bring to share, 
will be available on the Information Table in the Gallery Room.    
THE ADVENT DINNER will be held on Sunday December 15 in the Parish Hall following the 10:30AM serv-
ice. Enjoy a delicious turkey dinner, and wonderful side dishes which will please all ages. Vegetarian meals are 
available with advance request. Reservation forms will soon be available. Sponsored by Church Life. 
 
WOW WINTER RETREAT Mark your calendars now and save Friday, January 24 through Sunday, 
January 26, 2020.  If you haven’t been to our Winter Retreat, plan to join us for inspiring workshops, wonder-
ful conversations, fresh air, beautiful surroundings, great food, and spiritual renewal.  Everything is optional-- 
participate or not, the choice is yours. Single rooms are limited, plan on attending and register early. 
Registration forms will be available in both in the December newsletter and brochures on the Information 
Table. 
  
SAVE THE DATE! WEDI WINTERFEST GALA Winterfest is on February 7, 2020 from 6:30 PM–9:30 
PM at the Atrium @ Rich Products on Niagara Street. Please come to learn what WEDI has been doing and 
what's next, and to enjoy the food, music and camaraderie.   

 ‘TIS THE SEASON - SAVE THE DATES!


